S E R M ON 


OT" pry 


A FAREWELL 


PREACHED AT 
TRINITY-CHURCH in Lzps, 


On Sunpay the 5th of 83 76g. 


By JAMES SCOTT, B. D. 


Fellow of 8 CAMBRIDGE. 


LE. ©: -#;:, Þ -F 
Printed for Ion Brxvs, and ſold by him and the reſt of the BOOKSELLERS 
in Leeds, Wakefield, Bradford, Halifax, York, Rocidale, Pontefract, 
Doncaſter, and Huddersfield ; fold alſo by Mr. Crowpts, in Pater- 
noſter Row, London; Mr. MexxIL, at Cambridge; Mr. Jacksox, 
at Oxford; and by all other Bookſellers in Town and Country. 


* 


x 4 © I 
HIS VERY WORTHY, AND GENEROUS FRIENDS, 
THE VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIBERS 
TO THE AFTERNOON LECTURE AT TRINITY-CHURCH 
IN LEEDS 
THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE 
IS MOST AFFECTIONATELY INSCRIBED, 
(AS A PUBLIC TESTIMONY V 
OF HIS SINCERE GRATITUDE AND ESTEEM) 
BY 


THE AUTHOUR. 
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2 C OR. 1 Chap. xi. V. 


Our Rejoycing is This, the Teflimony of our Conſcience, 
that in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity, not with fleſh- 
ly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, we have had 
our Converſation in the i or kd, and more abundantly 


TO YouwaRDs. 
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5 HAT EVER the particular Occaſion might be, 
1 4 which induced the Apoſtle to make this Declaration 
4 of his Simplicity, and Sincerity; it carries with it 
ſuch an Air of Ingenuity, and beſpeaks a Soul ſo 

pure, and innocent, as could not but engage the Love and 
Admiration of all thoſe, who were ſatisfied that it was true. 


And what greater Proof could poſſibly be given to convince 
them 
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them of it, than that Catalogue of his Sufferings, and Sorrows 
for the ſake of Chriſt, which, in the Gourſe of this Epiſtle, he e- 
numerates to his Corinthian-Converts? Had he falſify d his Truſt, 
and handled the Word of Goddeteitfully=--had he temporized 
in his Carriage, and flattered Rulers, and Men in Authority--- 
ſo far from being arraigned at their Tribunals, his. Talents 
moſt probably might have ſeated him upon the Bench. His 
Accompliſhments were ſo great, and various, that inſtead of 
ſubjecting himſelf, by the Freedom and Frequency of his 
Reproofs, to the Inſults of an enraged Populace, he might 
have led their Underſtandings captive at his Will, and have 
raiſed their Adoration, inſtead of their Abhorrence. Burt it 
was not ſo that he had learned Chriſt :---he was better 
inſtructed in the Doctrine of his Maſter, and the Nature of 
that Commiſſion, which he was entruſted to execute, than 
to betray them for any carnal Views whatever. He knew 
that all the loudeſt Applauſes of the World, were nothing in 
Competition with the ſingle, ſilent Teſtimony of a good Con- 
ſcience---that if Double-dealing, and the Arts of fleſhly Wiſ- 
dom were the way to promote his temporal Affairs, yet his 
eternal Intereſts could not but miſcarry, without walking in 
Simplicity, and Godly Sincerity : accordingly, his Reſolu- 


tion was at all Events to maintain his Integrity, and a clear 


Conſcience, as a never-failing Source of Joy, and Conſo- 
lation, under every Trial, and Affliction, that he could poſ- 
ſibly meet with. 


Happy are they, Chriſtians, who with St. Paul chuſe this 


better Part, and with him too can make this noble Decla- 
ration! 
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ration! For Simplicity, and Sincerity are of ſo amiable a 
Nature, that they cannot fail to recommend us to the. Favour 
both of God, and Man. They ſpring from that noble and 
ingenuous Diſpoſition 'of Soul, which renders zus averſe 
to all Wiles and Craft in our Dealings; that makes us open 
and undiſguiſed, free and unaffected. A man of this Cha- 
racer would chuſe rather to fail of his Aims, than to com- 
paſs them by any indirect Method: if they are not to be 
come at in a fair and honourable Way, he ſcorns to turn 
aſide into any dirty byepath to attain them: he confines him- 
ſelf ſtrictly to the Rules of his Duty; ; and while he is confi- 
dent of his being in ThatRoad, is not over-ſollicitous whither 
his Steps may carry him : his ſtudy 1s rather to be virtuous, 
than to appear ſo ; and therefore where he is not poſſeſſed of 
the Subſtance, he diſclaims the Shadow : that word Politeneſs 
he does not underſtand, and Compliment is a Term not to 
be found in his Vocabulary : he makes no Profeſſions, but ſuch 
as are perfectly agreeable to his Purpoſes, and his Words are 
always the honeſt Index of his Heart : he ſcorns to honour 
Vice however dignify'd or diſtinguiſhed, and ſtoops to Virtue, 
tho' in the humble Shade of Poverty and Diſgrace ; in a word, 
Flattery is a Meanneſs to which he cannot bend, and the moſt 
odious of Characters he deems that of Hypocriſy. 


From this Deſcription of the Man of Simplicity, it will be 
found impoſſible to maintain the Character without Prudence 
and Courage. For firſt without Prudence, whoſe Office-it is 
to find out, and guide us in the Ways of Truth, a Man of the 
moſt undaunted Bravery, and glorious Expectations, may 
poſſibly 
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poſſibly be engaged in the Maintenance of Frrour ; in which 
caſe his Simplicity degenerates into Weakneſs, his Reſolution 
becomes Raſhneſs, and all the golden Mountains, his miſ- 
guided Conſcience may have promiſed him in Futurity, will 
be falſe and baſeleſs, as the Ravings of a Madman, or the 
Dreams of an Ideot. So far therefore is true Chriſtian Simpli- 


city from ſuppoſing a Man's Eyes to be ſhut, and his running 


Headlong in the dark, that it implies rather his being guided 
by the Light—not that falſe one indeed, which the crafty 
"make uſe of, to catch, and dazzle weak Sights withal—baut 


that open day, which at the ſame time ſhews him the path 


he ſhould walk in, and lets the World ſee whither he is going. 


But this openneſs of Behaviour may poſſibly be objected to; 
as ſeemingly inconſiſtent with thoſe lawful Purſuits of tem- 


poral Intereſt, which the Dictates of Prudence, and Self-love 


require every Man to regard. To which it may be anſwer'd, 
that the Simplicity here recommended does by no means re- 
quire that all a Man's Aims ſhould be laid ſo open, and all 


his Thoughts ſo actually declar'd, as that deſigning Perſons 


may be enabled thereby to defeat his Purpofes ; but only 
that no ſuch Deſign be formed by him in ſecret, as would not, 
if put to it, bear the Light ; and that no Thought, Word, or 
Action be countenanced, but ſuch as wear the Impreſſion of 
Truth, and Honour. 8o long as he traffics with this Sterling 
Money, he may fairly be allow'd all the Advantages he can 
make of it: —theſe perhaps may not always be ſo great as 
theirs, who put off counterfeit Coin; yet by the general 
Character which fair, ingenuous Dealing is ſure to bring in, 
may turn upon the whole to as good account even here, but 
Will 


L 


will certainly be inconteſtible Proofs of his having acted ac- 
cording to the beſt Rules of Policy hereafter. - 


— 


But Secondly, If Prudence be one, Coura; ge is another ne- 
ceſſary Ingredient in the Compoſition of real, and genuine 
Simplicity. For Truth may ſuffer as well by Cowardice, as 
N and in fact is oftener betrayed, than not difco- 

er d. Thus, when the Iſraelites were arrived at Kadeſh, and 
by their Spies had found out the Excellence of the Land of 
Canaan, their promiſed Inheritance, it is remarkable how 
their Fears got the better of their Underſtandings ; and the 
Sons of Anak, a Difficulty or two, that ſeemed to lie acroſs 
their way, made them baſely. ſwerve from their Duty, and 
forfeit their Hopes. In vain did they hear the Report of their 
Spies, that it was a goodly Land, flowing with. Milk and 
Honey; in vain did they ſee their Shoulders loaded with the 
delicious Grapes that it produced their hearts. were overlaid 
with Cowardice, and they cried out, we are not able to goup, 
Ah, Chriſtians, let us take care that we never betray the ſame Baſe- 
neſs, and Timidity ! Our Land of Promiſe is above; and we know 
that the Fruit of it is ſweet, and glorious, and raviſhing : let 
not the Difficulties of the Journey terrify us, but let us puſh 
on boldly, tho' all the Powers of Darkneſs, thoſe Gigantic 
Sons of Anak, ſtand in the Way to oppoſe us. Thus it was 
that Caleb, 4 Joſhua behaved; like Men of true Simplicity 
they aſſerted their Claim to the Seat of Promiſe: they feared 
nothing ſo much as to rebel againſt their Maker, and what 
they were aſſured God had commanded, that they were de- 
termined to execute, or periſh in the Attempt. The Reſo- 
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lution was truly ſimple and heroic, and both the Example, and 
Event may be inſtructive to Poſterity: the one ſhews us to 
how little Purpoſe it is to have diſcovered Truth, unleſs we 
have Courage alſo to aſſert, and maintain it the other ſtrong- 
ly prompts us to Steddineſs in our Duty, by pointing out 
that Succeſs, which is its natural Reward. In ſhort the Man 
who is not armed with Courage, to bear up as well againſt 
Injuries and Reproaches, Diſtreſs and Perſecution, as to with- 
ſtand the Allurements of Honour, Profit and Pleaſure, muſt 
be frequently in Danger of forfeiting his Simplicity. For it 
is the Nature of Fear to betray the Succours of Reaſon; and 
tho he might not perhaps be ſo mean and abject as to ſell 
his Principles, yet I appeal to Experience, whether he would 
not be too likely to let them be wreſted from him, by the 
Frowns of the Powerful, and the Menaces of the Great. 


But if Prudence and Courage are neceſſary Ingredients, to 
make up the Character of true Simplicity, in every Walk of 
Life; they muſt be more indiſpenſibly ſo, in that moſt ſlip- 
pery, and arduous of all Situations, the Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel. For to ſay nothing of thoſe lighter Evils, which we 
are almoſt ſure to meet with, the Scoffs of the Libertine, the 
fcornful Reproof of the wealthy, and the Deſpitefulneſs of 
the proud ; who ſees not that a truly ſimple, and Chriſtian 
Divine has his Courſe to ſteer between two dangerous Ex- 
tremes, the very Scylla, and Charybdis of Religion, Enthu- 
fiaſm, and Infidelity ? He muſt be cautious of inclining to 
thoſe, who deluded by the Vapours of an over-heated Ima- 
gination, rant and rave about Faith, and Juſtification, and 
; Grace, 
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Grace, and unſinning Obedience, and I know not what ſe- 
cret Feelings of the Holy Spirit of God. He muſt guard 
his Hearers againſt that pernicious Doctrine, which ſuppoſes, 
Good Works ſuperfluous, and Faith the only neceſſary Means 
of Salvation; whereas Faith and Good Works ſhould go 
together, to compleat the Character of a true Chriſtian. We 
ought ſo to work, as if we were to be ſaved only by our own 
Merits ; and yet withal ſo entirely to rely on the Merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt, as if our own Righteouſneſs was only as filthy 
Rags; in ſhort, we ought with one hand to work the Works 


of God, and with the other to lay faſt hold on the Merits 


of bur gracious Redeemer.---But if the Fever of Enthuſi- 


aſm be thus dangerous, and fatal to the Soul, what ſhall 


we ſay of the Ague of Infidelity? There are a ſet of Men 
(I bluſh to ſpeak it) who in this Chriſtian Country are any 
thing but Chriſtians; whoſe daily endeavour it is to reduce 
Religion to Notions merely moral, and Faith ta the Standard 
of human Reaſon. In oppoſition to theſe, it is our Duty to 
preach Jeſus Chriſt, and Him crucify'd : for what unfaith- 
ful Stewards muſt we be of the Myſteries of God, if inſtead 
of feeding the People committed to our Care with divine 
Manna, with the bread of Life; which came down from 
Heaven, we entertain them only with a few wretched Scraps 
of Morality, collected from I know not what Pagan 


Writers? What woeful Shepherds of Chriſt's Flock, if we 


lead them from fair green Paſtures, which lie beſide the Wa- 
ters of Comfort, to feed upon bleak, and barren Mountains? 


Tell me, thou Man of Morality, thou Idolater of Heathen 


Wiſdom, where canſt thou find, in what Volumes of Anti- 
-W-2 quity, 
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quity, that thy Nature was miſerably bruiſed, and ſhattered, 
by the Fall of Adam ? Human Pride whiſpers to thee, like 
the Angel of the Church of Laodicea, that thou art rich and 
encreaſed with Goods, and haſt need of nothing: where, 
but in the Goſpel of Chriſt, canſt thou find that thou art 
wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked? 
Where elſe is revealed the Neceſſity of an Atonement, and Pro- 
pitiation, being made for thee? Where, forlorn, and deſpicable 
as thou art, that thou ſhalt ſtill be accepted of God, thro! 
Faith and Repentance? Where is the Proſpect of a glorious bleſ- 
ſed Immortality brought to Light, but in that ſacred Volume? 
Canſt thou pretend to exclaim againſt Religion, as thy fa- 
vourite BRurus did againſt Virtue, © Wretched Virtue, how 
* have I been deluded in thy Service! I thought thee a real 
© Good, and as ſuch have always devoted myſelf ro thee: 
put alas, thou art only an empty Name, a Phantom, an 
i abje& Slave, expoſed to the Inſults of Fortune!“ 


— 


But I forbear at this Time to expatiate upon the Excellence 
of the Chriſtian Religion, above all other Syſtems; having ſo 
often dwelt upon this Subject already, that I would willing- 
ly hope it unneceſſary. You know, my Friends, how ear- 
neſtly I have endeavoured to make you good Chriſtians ; how 
I have infiſted from Time to Time upon every Article of our 
Holy Faith, and preached to you the Goſpel of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, with Plainneſs and Simplicity. God 
is my Record, that I have wiſhed for nothing ſo earneſtly, 
—_ rayed for nothing ſo fervently, have laboured for no- 


2\ſo abundantly, as the Salvation of your Souls: and 
it 
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it is this Teſtimony of my Conſcience, that in Simplicity and 
Sincerity I have had my Converſation to Youwards, which 
emboldens me to ſpeak to you now with more Freedom. 
Yet a little while, Chriſtians, and we ſhall be all ſummoned 
to the Tribunal of God, there to give an Account, I of my 
Miniſtry, You of your Faith and Hearing. If I have handl- 
ed the Word of God deceitfully---if I have deliver'd for 
Doctrines the Traditions of Men—if I have been drawn a- 
ſide from the Truth, as it is in Chriſt Jeſus, by any Set or 
Party, (tho' it has been my Deſire, my Study, my Delight 
to live in perfect Charity with all)---if I have ſpoken unto 
you ſmooth Things, inſtead of right Things---if I have prov- 
ed a flothful Watchman, and performed the Work of the 
Goſpel lazily, and languidly---if, puffed up with Vanity, 
and greedy of popular Applauſe, I have beguiled you with 
the enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom---miſerable Wretch 
that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the Wrath to come? 
--- On the other hand, aſk yourſelves, Chriſtians, for it will 

certainly be required of you, at the laſt great Day of Ac- 
count, whether ye have heard the Word with Simplicity, 
and Godly Sincerity: for if you have come to Church, only 
to keep up your Credit in the World; or to have your itch- 
ing Ears tickled with ſomething new, and pleaſing; or to 
diſplay your own, and to admire the Finery and Folly of 
others—if ye have been unfruitful, and unprofitable Hear- 
ers, ever learning, and never able to come to the Know- 
ledge of the Truth can ye hope for any other Sentence, than 
that denounced againſt the unprofitable Servant, caſt ye the 
unprofitable Servant into outer Darkneſs, there ſhall be weep- 


ing 
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ing and gnaſhing of Teeth - But, Beloved, I am perſuaded 
better Things of You, and Things that accompany Salvation. 
The conſtant Fullneſs of this Aſſembly, and the profound 
Stillneſs and Attention, with which you have ever favour'd 
me, afford a pleaſing, and well grounded Hope, that nei- 
ther my preaching, nor your hearing have been in vain ; 
and that however we may part for the preſent, we ſhall 


be able hereafter to meet cach other, face to face, with Con- 
fidence and Joy. | 


And now, what remains, my Friends, but that I return 
you my moſt ſolemn and public Thanks for thoſe uncom- 
mon Marks of Munificence, which on your part have been 
freely given, and on mine were unaſk'd, and unexpected? Be- 
lieve me, that whatever may be the Colour of my future Life, 
I ſhall always retain the moſt grateful Senſe of your Kindneſs, 
and Eſteem. The Relation in which I have ſerved you now 
ccaſes ; but the affection ariſing from it will ever remain. 
God knows my heart that it is not without the utmoſt Re- 
gret and Sorrow that I now leave you; happy ſhould I be, 
might I devote the Labour of my whole Life to your Good. 
But neither my future Hopes nor preſent Circumſtances will 
allow me to continue here, and be burdenſome to you. I 
ſhall ever bleſs God, the Authour and Giver of all good 
Things, for that Opportunity which he has afforded me of 
knowing the Kindneſs of your Sentiments towards me; and 
as I moſt earneſtly deſire all your Prayers for me, ſo I ſhall 
never ceaſe to pray for you, that you may proſper in all your 
temporal, and eternal Concerns—that this populous Place 


may 


ho 


may be as famous for its Piety and Religion, as for its Trade 
and Commerce—that God's good Providence may watch over, 
and beſtow upon you, and your Children after you, as much 
temporal Health and Proſperity, as he ſhall ſee expedient; 
and that in lieu of theſe, he may enrich you with Grace, 
that Health of the Soul, that Treaſure which is moſt ineſtima- 
ble. Before I conclude, let me adjure you (and the laſt 
Words of a parting Friend have ſometimes been remember'd 
with good Effect) to live peaceably one with another: You 
know that it 1s a Doctrine, which I have conſtantly preached, 
and endeavoured as conſtantly to practiſe—let me leave it with 
you as my laſt, beſt Legacy ! Beware of thoſe, who make 
Uſe of their Liberty for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs ; and under 
a pretended Zeal for our excellent Conſtitution would betray 
you into Faction, Sedition, and every evil Work: Fear God, 
Honour the King, ſubmit yourſelves to thoſe, who have the 
Rule over you; and may the God of Peace ſanctify you 
wholly; and I pray God that your whole Spirit, and Soul, 
and Body, may be preſerved blameleſs unto the coming of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; to whom with the Father, and the- 
Eternal Spirit be aſcribed all Glory, Praiſe, and Dominion for- 
ever and ever! AMEN, 


